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The earliest known plants had very simple structures; age by
age, more and more complex forms made their appearance (Fig.
410). The only plants of which there is anything like good evidence
before the Paleozoic age are the bacteria and blue-green algae,
and these are the two simplest classes of plants. True algae are
the highest types found in the earlier Paleozoic rocks. The most
ancient known representatives of the land plants are very primitive
pteridophytes from the Devonian period. During the succeeding
Carboniferous period there was a great diversity of pteridophytes,
some of which were large, complex, and dominant trees. The
first known seed plants are from late Devonian times. They be-
longed to the most primitive class of gymnosperms, the seed-ferns.
This group became extinct in the Mesozoic age. Angiosperms are
not known earlier than the Cretaceous, the last period of the
Mesozoic age. During this period they rose to dominance, and
they have retained this position since that time.